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Message From The Class Teachers...

Dates For Your

Miss S Harris— ‘Seedlings Class’ - Nursery

School re-opens after half
term:

What a busy term it has been in Seedlings.
We have welcomed four new children into our group this term and they have settled
in beautifully.
We have had the most amazing time learning about getting bigger. We have really
explored our focus story of the Three Little Pigs, building houses out of different
materials and most importantly knocking them down afterwards.
We have had a big focus on writing and mark making in every area of our classroom
and outside encouraging the children to make marks and draw as well as focussing
on letter shapes and name writing. (This is why your children come home covered in
flour or chalk!)
The children have been amazing this term and adapted really well to the changes in
routines we have had when out on visits or when we have visitors coming to see us.
Mary Arden’s Farm was a fantastic day where the children
used all of their skills they have
been practicing – mark making,
drama, understanding the
world around them, thinking
about the past, independence
and many many more. We
made crowns, planted seeds,
looked at a Tudor house, took
part in a ‘Midsummer Night’s
‘Dream and met the animals

Monday 6th June

Father’s/Carer(s) after
school event:
Friday 17th June (3.00pm—
4.30pm) More information
will be sent after half-term.
Teacher Training Day:
Monday 27th June—school
will be closed for pupils.
End of Year School
Photographs
Friday 1st July. More
information will be sent after
half-term.
Sports Days:
Tuesday 5th July or Friday
8th July (weather
dependent)
Morning—Nursery and
Reception
Afternoon—Year 1 and
Year 2.
More information will be
sent after half-term.
End of Term for Summer
Holidays:
Thursday 21st July

s
To finish our topic of getting bigger St Modwen visited us yesterday to show us some
of the machines they use to make Meon Vale bigger.

All absences must be reported to Reception before 9:00am each day.
If it is a prolonged absence a call is required each day.

#Inspire, Enjoy, Achieve
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Mrs Wood, Mrs Cotton and Mrs Burroughs —‘Little Oaks’ - Reception
We have explored number, shapes, models and Tangrams and the children were so
proud of themselves when we discovered what a parallelogram was! The children have
now been using First, Then and Now stories to solve addition and subtraction problems,
well done Little Oaks you are Maths professors!

We have also loved taking part in our daily Marathon Kids
challenge and the children have worked so hard to clock up
their miles. Well done for such stellar participation!

Little Oaks have had another amazing half term
exploring our Topic 'Making Sense of it' where we have
looked at our five senses. We began the term, reading
‘The Colour Monster’ and ‘Daisy's Dragons’ to explore
our feelings (two books I can certainly recommend for
naming and recognising emotions). The children loved
using the primary colours to experiment with colour
mixing to create and paint their very own colour monsters. Next, we learnt about taste reading ‘Handa's Surprise’ and ‘Oliver’s Fruit Salad’ and ‘Oliver’s Vegetables’.
Little Oaks were excellent at writing shopping lists for
Miss Wood to buy all the things we needed to make
our very own fruit kebabs.
We used lots of words like zesty and juicy to describe
and talk about the fruit we tasted. Amazing adjectives
everyone! We also have a new favourite song and
dance in Little Oaks called 'Mango, Go, Go Mango.'
Other highlights of this half term have been our morning busy jobs where the children have been practicing and
showcasing their sentence writing - keep this up everyone you're becoming such confident and independent
writers! We also really enjoyed our trip to Mary Arden's Farm. Finally, this week we have been very excited to get
ready to celebrate the Platinum Jubilee and have been learning about the history and career of the Queen .
After the holidays we will continue our senses learning before starting our last topic on 'The Great Outdoors.' We
hope you have a wonderful holiday and we are excited to see you all in June.

#Inspire, Enjoy, Achieve
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Miss J Middleton— ‘Willow Class’ - Year One
In Science, Willow Class have learnt about the weather and the four seasons through observations and
experiments. We began by exploring rainfall and we used a rain gauge to measure the amount of rainfall in
Meon Vale every day over a week.
The following week, we took advantage of the sunshine to learn about shadows and day length. We drew
around our shadows in the morning, at lunchtime and in the afternoon and watched our shadows move
with the sun.
Finally, we explored wind. We made our very own windsocks
and observed the direction and strength of the wind in our
playground. What wonderful weather watching!

Our focus English text 'Where the Wild Things Are', has
led the children to use their creativity and imaginations
more than ever. The children have loved exploring a new
aspect of English lessons through drama. We have developed our acting skills
by becoming familiar
with changing our voices
and using facial expressions and body language to create different characters.
The children have worked in groups to create performances of a scene
from the film version of the text and showcased their final creations to an
audience of Year 2 pupils. There were standing ovations and lots of
proud faces!
I'm looking forward to spending a fantastic last half term with the children
as they begin to get ready for Year 2, with lots more learning, lots of fun
and lots of memory making.

I cannot believe that we are about
to begin our final stretch of Year 1.
The
children
have
worked
incredibly hard this half term to
become more independent with
their learning and we have seen
such maturity from them all,
especially during our Mary Arden's
Farm trip.

#Inspire, Enjoy, Achieve

#
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Miss L Hodges —’Birch Class’ - Year Two
The children in Birch Class have had a busy half term, full of lots of learning and even more fun. We can't believe
we are almost into the final half term of the year and are nearly Year 3s!
We have been learning about plants in Science this half term and the children have
enjoyed completing a number of investigations to see what plants need to be able to
grow. We set up a bean investigation where we planted five different bean seeds and
then changed the conditions they were kept in. We also made shoebox mazes and put
our seeds inside the shoebox with the lid closed. We were amazed to see how the
plants grew around the maze we had made to find the sunlight, which was coming in
through a hole at the top of the box.
We also became pizza chefs this week and designed and made our own delicious pizzas. We learnt about a
balanced diet and talked about how we could make our pizzas healthy by using a variety of toppings. We were so
excited to cut our vegetables and arrange them to make patterns on our pizza and were even more excited to eat
them!

The children had a fabulous day at Mary Arden's Farm last week! They learnt about the life of Shakespeare by
learning a poem, had a look inside a real Tudor house and went to a Tudor market where they were able to
spend a sixpence.
They also learnt about how the Tudors would have used natural plants and herbs to make their own medicine
and made their own lavender pouches to help them relax and sleep well. This also linked perfectly with our English unit of work where we have been exploring William Shakespeare's play 'The Tempest'. We were excited to
find out that a tempest is a violent, windy storm. The children particularly enjoyed acting out different scenes
from the play during our school trip.

s

#Inspire, Enjoy, Achieve
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Message from the Principal
Dear Parent(s)/Carer(s),
It is important to take time to reflect on what has been done and achieved as much as what is still to do and be
done. This academic year has been both exciting and challenging with the introduction of many initiatives that
we have worked together to create to make our school a wonderful place of learning.
Our core values, underpinned by the Trust core values, sit in the hearts and minds of all we do. We talk about
our core values as being our foundations—the fabric of the kind of school community we want to grow.

This week we have had a visit from St Modwen’s Education and Skills team who have spent a day in school in
workshops with all classes. Our children have had the opportunity to meet people from the world of work and
industry and make connections between what they are learning in school and how their learning will help them
in their future careers.
One of the key messages for the children has been the importance of working as a team, of sharing ideas and
resources and of showing kindness—responsibility–respect towards others.

Launch of House System
We have been systematically developing ways in which our pupils can feel proud of their achievements and be
rewarded for their efforts and work. The launch of our four Houses linked to William Shakespeare’s family tree
was an exciting part of last half term’s progress. This half term we have launched our electronic house point
system which can be found with live data on the school website. The graph will show the exact number of house
points in each house.
We celebrate the weekly house points in our Monday assemblies. Congratulations to Shakespeare House who
have nudged ahead. We look forward to the House System making a real difference in supporting to inspire and
motivate our pupils.

Staffing:
We have said our fond farewells to Miss Ogier today and wish her well in her new job. Mrs Cotton will be leaving
us at the end of the summer term. Mr Crockett will be joining us in September as our Early Years Leader and
Reception Teacher. Mr Bishop will be joining us as our Year 3 teacher.
We wish you all a wonderful half-term with your families and friends and look forward to seeing you all on
Monday 6th June.

#Inspire, Enjoy, Achieve

